
 

 

Guapinol activists and Berta Cáceres, Honduras 
 

The Guapinol activists are a group of members of the Municipal Committee in Defence of 
Common and Public Goods of Tocoa (Comité Municipal de Defensa de los Bienes Comunes y 
Públicos de Tocoa – CMDBCP), a movement formed in 2015 by the citizens of the Tocoa 
region in Honduras.  
 
Local communities launched the movement in a bid to oppose the illegal granting of a 
concession to an iron ore mining project in the Carlos Escaleras National Park in the Botaderos 
mountains. According to the activists, the mining project risked contaminating the Guapinol, 
San Pedro and Ceibita rivers and watersheds, which supply water to tens of thousands of 
people. The Guapinol activists’ efforts have been met with criminalisation and constant threats 
of violent retaliation. The mining concessions were granted to Los Pinares mining company, 
owned by some of the most powerful families in Honduras.  
 
In September 2018, Los Pinares attempted to use its private security guards to forcibly evict a 
protest camp set up by community members. On the day in question, security guards shot a 
young man from the community in front of dozens of witnesses. The company alleges that 
during the course of the eviction, a truck belonging to the security company’s manager and 
company containers were set on fire. In response to the shooting, the community held the 
director of the security company until the police arrived. 
 
Following these events, the public prosecutor’s office issued arrest warrants for the community 
members, but took no action to investigate the shooting. When members of the community 
learned of the pending criminal charges against them, they voluntarily appeared before the 
court. 
 
On 1 September 2019, the judge indicted seven community members on charges of arson and 
arbitrary detention, but dismissed conspiracy charges upon finding no evidence that the 
community grassroots group was involved in criminal activity. Nevertheless, two months later, 
during a four-minute closed-door bond hearing, the same judge ordered pre-trial detention 
based on a finding that if the men were to be released, they could return to the ‘criminal group’ 
in their community. The Guapinol defenders have been in pre-trial detention for a year. Against 
the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic, they are patently at risk in overcrowded prisons.  

 
Berta Cáceres was a courageous ecologist and prominent land rights activist from the 
indigenous Lenca community. For more than two decades, she fought land grabbing, illegal 
logging and large-scale projects such as the Agua Zarca hydropower plant. She was 
assassinated in her own home in 2016. While the material authors of Berta’s murder have been 
prosecuted, its intellectual authors – those who financed, orchestrated and benefited from the 
crime – continue to enjoy impunity.  
 
According to Global Witness, 2019 saw a record number of killings of land and environmental 
defenders, while environmental defenders against mining projects are the most targeted group. 
Honduras has the highest rate of killings per capita worldwide.  
 


